
PONTOP PARTNERSHIP CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
 

In June 2019, Bishop Robert confirmed 43 of the young 
people of the Pontop Partnership in a packed St. Patrick's 
Church, Consett, following on from their participation in 
the Partnership Confirmation Programme and we are 
about to launch a joint Programme for the whole 
Partnership for the third consecutive year.  We mostly 
draw candidates from our local Catholic Secondary School, 
St. Bede's Catholic School and Sixth Form Centre, 
Lanchester, but anyone Year 9 or above from any school is 
welcome. 
 
As Fr. Tom McHale, parish priest of Blackhill, St. Mary’s and 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Shotley Bridge explained, “It is a 
real Partnership in terms of the people participating. Some 
members of the clergy attend every session. All of our 
Partnership priests and deacons are actively involved to at 

least some extent and we also have a fantastic group of 7 lay catechists for this coming 
year.” 
 
We have 7 to 8 input sessions in which we explore Confirmation, the other Sacraments and 
Catholic life and faith more generally. The particular focus is 
on how the candidates might use the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
that they receive at Confirmation to become extraordinary 
witnesses for Christ and to make the world a better place.  
We use an adapted version of 'Come kindle in us the fire of 
Your love', the Diocesan guidelines published in 2014. 
 
We encourage the candidates and their families to attend 
Mass regularly during the Programme and we give them the 
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation as 
well. We also organise a retreat day; the last two years this 
has been at Duke's House Wood and this year we are 
hoping to send candidates to the Emmaus Youth Village. 
We also have a couple of sessions for parents and Sponsors.   
 
St. Bede's School also gives us fantastic support and we 
hold most of the sessions there. They give us massive help with promoting the programme 
and organising everything and the school chaplain, Kirstie Hutchinson is very involved. We 
also have a group of young people confirmed over the last couple of years who will be 
coming along and helping us out at sessions this year, which we're very excited about. 
 


